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Good evening, Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, and members of the 

Appropriations Committee.  

 

My name is Scott Wands, and I serve as manager of Grants & Programs for the Connecticut 

Humanities Council. The council is the nonprofit state affiliate of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to address you this evening, and to make our 

case for restoration of state funding on behalf of hundreds of organizations across the state.  

 

By way of background, in the FY 2017 budget adopted by the legislature, Connecticut Humanities was 

appropriated $1.73 million and appeared as a line item within the Department of Economic and 

Community Development’s budget.  We became a casualty of a line-item veto by the governor after 

the June Special Session, when he said savings from the proposed Second Chance initiative would not 

be realized.  That catastrophic turn of events eliminated two-thirds of our organization’s budget, 

making our current ask one of great urgency.  

 

Absent restoration of state funding, many Connecticut Humanities programs – including all re-grants -- 

will cease altogether or be severely curtailed.  The Council’s board allocated temporary, stop-gap 

funding to enable Connecticut Humanities to function during this period of great uncertainty, but that 

support cannot be sustained into a new fiscal year. 

 

For more than 40 years, Connecticut Humanities has produced and supported public programs and 

initiatives that tell our state’s stories, illuminate our history, and enrich the lives of people of all ages. 



We are known for our support of heritage organizations and museums; reading programs that serve 

youth; our online heritage resource, ConnecticutHistory.org; support of public forums that allow for 

the constructive exchange of ideas; and the state’s Center for the Book, which is bringing back the 

Connecticut Book Awards later this year. 

 

Connecticut Humanities’ statewide impact over the years has been made possible in large part by this 

General Assembly. In 1995, the legislature created the Connecticut Humanities Fund, a merit-based 

grant pool we carefully administered with the help of volunteer scholars and subject experts. The fund 

enabled grants totaling $16 million to thousands of organizations, which in turn leveraged another 

$39.0 million in corporate, foundation, grantee and in-kind matching funds – an investment of some 

$55 million over 20 years in Connecticut’s cultural and heritage initiatives.   

 

Unlike many other line items in the budget, the state appropriation for Connecticut Humanities is not 

an earmark for organizational support.  Rather, it sustains a best-practice, competitive granting fund, 

designed to encourage and reward innovative cultural programming at the local level that is at the very 

heart of the quality of life we enjoy in this state. 

 

The negative effects of eliminating Connecticut Humanities’ funding are widespread and profound. A 

survey conducted in January, included as an exhibit, polled hundreds of small organizations that had 

been eligible for Connecticut Humanities grants. Asked if they had been hurt by the fund’s 

disappearance, 78% said yes.  Of those that planned to apply for a grant this year from Connecticut 

Humanities, most would have sought $5,000 or less.  Few organizations have met with any success 

seeking support elsewhere, with 82% reporting major difficulty raising funds from other sources.  The 

survey respondents were largely small organizations, with 40% reporting annual budgets of less than 

$100,000. About half were heritage organizations; others were libraries, preservation or other cultural 

groups.  More than 160 provided feedback. I will paraphrase just a few: 

One said: “CT Humanities has amassed a body of knowledge about the state’s cultural 

organizations … that cannot be replicated by other funding sources.” 

Another wrote: “By meeting CTH’s high standards … we convince other stakeholders of our 

organization’s professionalism and worthiness … Restoring Connecticut Humanities’ grant 

funding capacity … is key to sustaining our state’s cultural assets.” 

A third respondent said: “(CTH funded programs are) critically needed in this time of political, 

social, and racial divisiveness …” 

In summary, there are compelling reasons to restore funding to Connecticut Humanities.  First, it is an 

economic driver that helps support more than 5,000 jobs, engages more than 22,000 volunteers, and 

attracts and retains talented people who value vibrant culture and events at museums, libraries and 



other community settings. Second, this state investment is the only source of support for hundreds of 

heritage and cultural organizations.  Third, we provide lifelong education options for people hungry for 

leading-edge, 21st Century knowledge. 

 

Connecticut Humanities has always taken its fiduciary responsibility seriously and seeks to make the 

best use of every dollar entrusted to us. The work we perform, enabled by the legislature, is one of the 

best reasons for people to stay in Connecticut. We demonstrate, every day, why Connecticut remains a 

great place to live, as it offers a rich and deep history, remarkable resources, and ready access to 

cultural experiences that simply don’t exist elsewhere. 

 

Please allow us to continue our work supporting humanities organizations and initiatives across the 

state by restoring the $1.73 million appropriation intended for Connecticut Humanities in 2016-17. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Survey: Impact of the FY 2016-17 Connecticut Humanities State Funding Cut (February 2017) 

2. One-page Brief: Connecticut Humanities programs, grants and services – eliminate perhaps? 

3. Statewide map of Connecticut Humanities grants, programs and services by town, January 2013-16 

4. Economic Impact of Humanities, Heritage, Preservation and Library Organizations (graphic) 

5. Graph: State Grants to Connecticut Humanities (for re-grants), 2008-16 

6. Commentary: Article: “The Frosting Fallacy” (Jeff Partridge) – better citation? 

 
 


